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THE ALUMNI
N E W S L E T T E R

www.stjohnsprepschool.org

ST. JOHN’S PREP REUNION
OF THE CLASSES OF ‘84 . . . ‘89 . . . ’94 . . . & ‘99

MEMORIES OF THE PREP
Many alumni who attended the reunion wrote to tell us their
fondest Prep memories. Here are just a few of their remarks:

It helped me to be the man I am today. — Roy Adams ’84

Mr. Greene’s Drama Club was the best 3 yrs of after school fun
I had… I truly miss the Spring Concerts. One year, Michael
Reid and I sang, “Separate Lives” (you have no right…) by
Phil Collins with the choir as our back up. That was great! 

— Fritz Archer ’89

Ms. Befumo as an English teacher, dance instructor, a mentor
and a friend.  She saw my potential before I did. 

—  Maulana Shage Dorce ’99

Winning the CHSAA “B” baseball championship my senior year!
— Robert Figueroa ’89

Being a member of Mater Christi’s last year and the Prep’s
beginning in Astoria was special. The introduction to ethnically
diverse friends, great teachers and the extracurricular activities
at the school mean a great deal to me.

— Sandra Luna ’84

A simpler time without cell phones, ATM’s, the internet. 
— Peter Malusis ’84

All of the dance club performances.  Serving as National Honor
Society President and retreat leader. My many wonderful teachers
and my English Honors Class stand out. Being salutatorian of
my graduating class remains a fond memory.

— Mozell Miley-Bailey ’89

The heart of SJP was the friends I made. Our school was like the
UN, all my friends were of different nationalities and cultures and
SJP welcomed all. I loved the great people from the students to the
staff.  I had a great time in the Student Council.

— Jeannette Alava Segal ’84 

An extremely enthusiastic group of alumni attended
a multi-class reunion on March 28, 2009. Alumni

returned to the Prep from as far as Amsterdam to celebrate
their high school days. Many states were represented, including
California, Illinois, and Florida, which had the largest numbers
of attendees from outside of New York. The members of the
classes of 1984, 1989, 1994 and 1999 were delighted to see old
friends and former teachers once again. They had such a great
time that several of the alumni in attendance are already planning
their next reunion! A special thanks to Damaris Diaz ’89 and
Patricia Cook Marin ’84 who contacted and encouraged classmates
to attend the reunion.Thanks also go out to Edward Quintela ’89
who won the 50/50 raffle and donated his winnings to the school.

Please contact Rosanne De Joseph Vogel at
sjpalumni@stjohnsprepschool 

if you are interested in attending a future reunion.

These high school
sweethearts who 
met at the Prep are
now married:

Joanna Pierro Cicero ’84
and John Cicero ’84

and 
Kristina Koegler
Santafemia ’84 and
Michael Santafemia ’84

Class of 1999
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MATER CHRISTI ALUMNI REUNION 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 • 7:00 PM • 21-21 CRESCENT STREET, ASTORIA, NY

—  T I C K E T  R E S E R V A T I O N  —

Tickets: $100.00 per person (If reserved by September 16th)

Tickets: $125.00 per person (After September 16th)

Tickets: $150.00 per person at the door 

Tickets are nonrefundable. No tickets will be issued. Your name will be on a list at the door.
Cocktail attire is suggested.

Name _______________________________________________________________________ Year of Graduation __________

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone _______________________ Cell Phone_______________________ E-mail ___________________________

Mail check in enclosed envelope OR Fax/mail reply with credit card information: FAX: 718 274-0298

OR Register online at www.stjohnsprepschool.org OR Call with credit card information: PHONE: 718 721-7200 Ext. 686

—  O R D E R  A  C O M M E M O R A T I V E  P L A Q U E  —

Commemorative plaques in the Mater Christi Alumni Auditorium are available at a cost of $50.00 each. Many alumni have chosen
to honor parents, teachers, or a deceased classmate with a plaque which may be inscribed:

In Memory of______________________________________In Honor of ___________________________________________

—  C L A S S  G I F T  —

I would like to contribute to my CLASS GIFT. ___ $250      ___ $100      ___ $50      ___ $25      ___ Other $______________

Your participation in the Class Gift program will send a positive message that you support your alma mater and will enrich our
students in the areas of academic technology, athletics and cultural arts.

____ Yes, my company has a MATCHING GIFT program.

—  P L E A S E  R E S P O N D  B Y  S E P T E M B E R  1 6 ,  2 0 0 9  —

____ I/we will attend the reunion and reserve  ____ticket(s) at $100 each ($125 after 9/16) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______________

____ I would like to order  ____ commemorative plaque(s) at $50 each: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______________

____ Please accept my Class Gift of: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______________

____ I cannot attend, please accept my Class Gift of:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______________

TOTAL.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______________

Please make checks payable to St. John’s Prep

Amount to be charged $____________      � Visa    � American Express    � Master Card    � Discover

16 digit # ____________________________________________________________   Exp. Date__________

Cardholder’s Name ________________________________________________________________________

____ I am willing to contact members of my class and encourage them to attend the reunion.

—  H O T E L  R O O M S  H A V E  B E E N  R E S E R V E D  F O R  Y O U R  C O N V E N I E N C E  —

Rooms have been reserved at the Fairfield Inn by Marriott, located at 45-20 Astoria Blvd., Astoria, NY, at  the reduced rate of
$129.00 (plus tax) double/king including parking, deluxe continental breakfast and complimentary shuttle service to/from
LaGuardia Airport and local subway station. This rate is only available to those who reserve a room prior to September 5, 2009.
To reserve your room, please call (718) 267-0008 and mention St. John’s Prep.

SAVE THE DATE
THE MATER CHRISTI CLASSES OF ‘69, ‘74 AND ‘79 WILL CELEBRATE A REUNION  

AT THE SCHOOL ON 

S E P T E M B E R  2 6 ,  2 0 0 9

Kitty Prager ‘74 wrote the following message to her class:

The Class of ‘74 is working away. We ask you to send your email addresses to the Alumni office at mcalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org
so we can keep you updated. We ask that anyone who has photos of us back in the day, please contact or send to Ginger Wright:
gingerodc@yahoo.com.

Finally, please check out our class gift Project Mercy by visiting: www.stjohnsprepschool.org/page.cfm?p=385

Here is a message from Barbara Mock Autrey ’79:

Dear Classmates,
I AM EXCITED! ARE YOU?! I’m not wishing the summer away but I can hardly wait to see all of you in September! This is a
gentle reminder that we are still trying to put together a video presentation and we need any personal photos you might have in
your own collections from your school days. These should be scanned and emailed in jpeg format to joereda@optonline.net. Also,
we would like you to have someone digitally tape you stating your favorite MC memory and emailing that to Joe as well ~ this
is really important ~ please try to submit an entry so your memory can be heard! This should be a quick one liner.

Finally, I encourage all my class of ’79 friends to please look me up on facebook under the name Barbara Mock Autrey, so I can
connect you with the growing numbers of us that have already started the party on line! Please also email me your mailing
addresses at queensb61@gmail.com so I can send reunion information that I am circulating (approved by Rosanne).

I’m coming from San Diego, California. I wonder which one of us will travel the farthest? See you in September Friends!!!!!!

“ See You In September!”“ See You In September!”
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ST. JOHN’S PREP SPORTS NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ST. JOHN’S PREP 
CLASS OF 2009

On Saturday June 6, 2009 family and friends of the St. John’s Prep Class of 2008 assembled at St. John’s University’s Carnesecca
Arena for commencement exercises. Mr. William Higgins welcomed the members
of the graduating class and acknowledged the support given and sacrifices made
by the parents, guardians, family members and friends of the graduates.

The Class Valedictorian and recipient of the Award for General Excellence, the
Governor’s Achievement Award, the St. John’s University Award for General
Excellence and the Tablet All-Scholastic Team Award was Robert Kunicki. In his
valedictory address, Robert asked his classmates to reflect on their time at St. John’s
Prep and to think about the friendships, events and experiences they shared. “We
take something from each of these experiences…within them is the very essence
of St. John’s Prep distilled – the keys to a happy friendship, acceptance, teamwork,
forgiveness, spirituality, and a sense of oneness that ties each of us in the class of
2009 together. The truth and wisdom of our shared experiences have prepared us
for the roads we are about to travel.”

The Class Salutatorian and recipient of the Governor’s Achievement Award, was Samantha Sharma. In her address, Samantha used
the word “transformative” to describe the years spent at St. John’s Prep. She reminded her classmates that among the many things the
class learned at the Prep was the importance of service. Members of the class had served in many ways: “…food drives, visiting shelters,
spending time at a soup kitchen, reaching out and helping those in our community.” She later quoted Mother Teresa who said: “The
good you do today, people will forget tomorrow; do good anyway. Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;
Give your best anyway. For you see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them anyway.”

Jamall Valdes, Tram Tran, Alisha Traille, David
Tortora and Nicholas Torres(l-r)are proud 
members of the Class of 2009!

At the Brooklyn-Queens Varsity Track Championships on May 13,
2009, the following students were medalists: Gabriel Vazquez
placed 3rd in the mile, Delroy Davis placed 3rd in the 800, and
Rodrigo Campos placed 5th in the 400. Rodrigo Campos,
Donovan Stewart, Delroy Davis and Xavier Webber placed 4th in
the 4 x 400 relay and Vazquez joined Anil Balram, Luis Guallpor
and Jebar King to place 3rd in the 4 x 800 meter relay.

The Girls’ 4 x 100 meter relay of Gina Moreno, Stephanie Semon,
Phia Martinez and Amira Richards raced to a 3rd place finish.

The Track Team ended its successful outdoor season on Saturday,
May 23, 2009 at the CHSAA City Championships. Leading the
team was the 4 x 400 relay of Rodrigo Campos, Donovan
Stewart, Delroy Davis and Xavier Webber who ran their fastest
times of the year. Gabriel Vazquez, voted “Most Outstanding
Freshman Athlete” by the coaches in the Brooklyn-Queens
CHSAA Track League, won his heat and broke 4:40 in the mile.

FORMER ST. JOHN’S PREP TRACK COACH
INDUCTED TO BROOKLYN-QUEENS CHSAA 
HALL OF FAME

Mr. George Cooksey spent
18 years at St. John’s Prep
coaching both the girls and
boys in Cross Country,
Indoor and Outdoor Track
and Field. His girls won
the Outdoor Intersectional
Championship in 1994, placing second Indoors in 1993-1994
and third Indoors in 1994-1995. His team  held the National
Catholic record for both the 1600 Meter Relay and the Sprint
Medley Relay for several years. In 2004 the St. John’s Prep team
won the Marty Glickman Award, which included a $10,000
grant. The award is based on academic excellence, community
service, and sportsmanship as demonstrated by the members of
a high school track and field team within New York State.

GIRLS’ VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM 

The Varsity Girls’ Basketball team finished their regular season
play on Wednesday, February 11, 2009 with a 65-42 win over 
St. Agnes. Their 14-0 record gained them a bye in the first round
of the Diocesan playoffs. In the playoffs, the Team defeated 
St. Saviour HS in the CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens Division II
Semifinal at St. John’s Prep by a score of 37-35. The Division II
Championship Game against Bishop Loughlin on Saturday,
February 28, was a close game, but St. John’s Prep prevailed to
win 62-57! The Red Storm remained undefeated at 16-0!

ST. JOHN’S PREP VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM
WINS 2ND CONSECUTIVE CHSAA “B” TITLE

Senior right-hander,Teo Ramirez, pitched a complete-game, two-
hitter, striking out 10 and batting 3-for-4 with a pair of doubles
and four RBIs to lead the Red Storm to a 13-3 win against Rice
in the CHSAA Class “B” championship game on June 8, 2009 at
Kaiser Stadium on the campus of St. John’s University.

The Prep came back from a 2-0 first-inning deficit to score twice
in the third and fourth innings, once in the fifth and finally
claimed the game with a seven-run sixth inning.

This was the second consecutive “B” title for the Prep who last
year won their first title since 1989, beating Cathedral Prep in a
14-inning thriller.

The team finished the regular season with a 12-2 record which
was a tie for first place. Twelve players returned from last year’s
championship team, including starters Teofilo Ramirez, Mike
Zapata, Noel Vargas, Sean Lomax, and Danny O’Brien. With all
these returning players the Red Storm was predicted by many
throughout the league as the favorites to repeat as champions.
This was a very daunting task for Coaches Jason Bigeni, Brian
Meehan, and Dan Sinnona (class of 07). The Coaches and the
players overcame the challenge of repeating by defeating the Rice
Raiders by the score of 13-3. With the majority of the team 
graduating the Coaches will face an even bigger challenge next
year to continue the team’s success.The Coaches feel very confident
that they will continue their success because the J.V. team also
won the City Championship so they will have a number of good
players to work with.

JV BASEBALL TEAM WINS CITY CHAMPIONSHIP!

The JV Baseball team defeated Scanlon by a score of 7-0 to win
the City Championship. Joe McDonald pitched a complete game
2 hit shutout. Scanlon had defeated the Red Storm handily
twice during the regular season.

Congratulations to Coach Penikas, Coach Gheradi and the team!

TRACK TEAM NEWS

The St. John’s Prep Track Team had an outstanding performance
at the Freshman/Sophomore CHSAA City Championship Track
meet held on May 09,2009 at Mt.St.Michael Academy in the Bronx.
Freshman Delroy Davis placed second in the 800 meter run.
The Freshman 1600 meter relay team of Delroy Davis, Nicholas
Collado, Andrew Monteserrato, and Gabriel Vazquez took third
place. Freshman Gabriel Vazquez placed first in the 1600 meter
run by convincingly defeating a talented field to defend his
indoor title. He is now a three time Freshman champion.

In State Tournament play, the Team defeated Our Lady of Mercy
Academy by a score of 46 - 38. The next day, the Prep team faced
Aquinas in the semi-final round of tournament play. The Girl’s
Varsity Basketball team’s perfect season ended in the State “B”
Semifinals with a loss to Aquinas HS by a score of 53-48. The
team fought hard throughout the game. At one point in the third
quarter the team was down 11 points. They fought back and tied
the game in the fourth quarter but were not able to keep the
momentum going.The team had a terrific season and look forward
to next season when they return with all but two starters.

ST. JOHN’S PREP WINS SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

St. John’s Prep is the 2009 recipient of the Alex Tierno
Sportsmanship Award presented by the Queens Basketball
Officials, members of the International Association of Approved
Basketball Officials (IAABO).

This award represents the highest praise an officials group can
give to a sports program; it reflects how highly program officials
view the character, philosophy, and professionalism of the School’s
Athletic Program. The award was presented to the Boys Varsity
Basketball Coach, Jim Gatto, on April 14 at the Immaculate
Conception Center in Douglaston.

ST. JOHN’S PREP 
TWELFTH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
The Twelfth Annual St. John’s Prep Golf Outing took place on
May 17, 2009 at the Seawane Club, Hewlett Harbor, New York.
The cool cloudy morning did not deter our golfers who
arrived with high spirits and warm jackets. The sun broke
through in the afternoon and it was warm enough for several
golfers to enjoy dinner on the terrace.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AWARD WINNERS
Low Gross :  Dan Lennon
Low Net: James Scatorchio
Longest Drive (under age 55): Steve Pirkel
Longest Drive (over age 55):  Rich Ciota
Closest to the Pin:  Vinny Pupplo MC ‘72
Team Low Gross:  Dan Lenon, Jim Perri, Ralph Fazzolari, Paul Eckermann
Team Low Net:  Robert Taylor, John Sesko, William Grace, James Scatorchio

Bob Buxton SJP ’59 was the lucky 
winner of the Trip to Ireland raffle!

Next year’s outing is scheduled for May
2010 at the Seawane Club. Check our
website for the date to be announced soon.

Maria Sacchetti ’09 presented a raffle prize
to Joe Neufeld MC ’69.
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class notes cont’d

2008-2009 ANNUAL FUND
St. John’s Prep is deeply grateful to our parents, alumni, faculty, staff and friends for their generosity and support of the
2008-09 Annual Fund. Without your continued support the Prep would not be able to meet its annual operating budget
nor provide our students with the quality Catholic education that is our trademark 

If you have not had the chance to contribute to this year’s Annual Fund, it’s not too late. Please consider making a 
contribution today. Each gift makes a real difference in closing the gap between what tuition covers and the actual cost
of operating the school. No gift is too large or too small.

TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE 2008 – 09 ANNUAL FUND:

Use the envelope attached to this newsletter,

or call us in the Development Office and we will gladly accept your gift via credit card over the phone at:
718-721-7200 ext 686

or make a secure online donation at:
www.stjohnsprepschool.org

Janet Parsell SJP ’86 lives in Huntington, New York with her
husband, Theodore, and beautiful three-year old daughter.
Janet is a Physician Assistant in internal medicine at
Huntington Hospital.

Anthony John Kurdziel SJP ’92 is a Design Engineer Supervisor.
Anthony and his wife, Magdalena, live in Palm Coast, Florida
with their daughters Natalia, age 7, and Julia, age 3.

Maximo A. Patiño SJP ’93 is Director of Recruitment &
Diversity at The Newhouse School, Syracuse University.

Grant Captanian SJP ’94 is owner/proprietor of Mystery Shop
located at 1672 1st Avenue (between 87th and 88th Streets) in
Manhattan.

Charles Nelson Lopez SJP ’95 is enjoying life in Orlando,
Florida as a Radiologic Technician, father of two and husband
to his high school sweetheart, Natalie. He still loves to play and
watch all sports.

Melissa Montero SJP ’99 performed with the Abakua Latin Dance
Company at the Tribeca Arts Center June 19 and 20 following her
return from performing in Portugal with the same company.

Patrice Castillo SJP ’04 Graduated with a B.A. in Criminal
Justice from Molloy College, and is currently attending
Fordham Law.

Richard Jean-Baptiste SJP ’05, a junior forward at Brooklyn
College, earned all-ECAC Division III Metro first team honors,

and a second straight CUNYAC Player of the Year award and a
place on D3hoops.com’s All-America fourth team.

Laura Rekuc SJP ’05, choreographed a modern piece entitled
“Sensory Vision” that was performed at the Danny Kaye
Playhouse at Hunter College in April.

Noel Vargas SJP ’09 is the
third Vargas child to graduate
from the Prep. His sister,
Mabel ’99, brother Marcos ’04,
and parents proudly attended
Commencement.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATORS PLEASE CONTACT US!

Have you been involved in Catholic Education as a teacher or
administrator? We are doing some research into the alumni who
have made Catholic education their life’s work. Many of our alumni
are involved in the Brooklyn Diocese in Preserving the Vision.
The goal is to preserve the mission of Catholic elementary schools
by proactively realizing a new paradigm that creates “multiple
partnerships” designed to strengthen every aspect of a Catholic
elementary school’s life and to transform it into a regional
school that includes competent lay leadership in its governance.

Please contact me at sjpalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org or
mcalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org and tell me about your
experience in Catholic Education.

Please send us your current e-mail address so that we may keep
you up to date regarding alumni events. Send your e-mail address to:
sjpalumni@stjohnsprepschool or mcalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org
along with your complete name, year of graduation and address.
Check us out on Facebook! It’s another great way to reconnect
with classmates. Go to Mater Christi Alumni, St. John’s
Preparatory School, Brooklyn, or St. John’s Prep School, Astoria.

James Walsh SJP ’50 is retired and lives in Oakland Gardens,
New York with his wife, Lorraine. James wrote, “We just 
had our 11th grandchild and now we have 6 grandsons and 
5 granddaughters.”

Henry Brown SJP ’53 Major USAF, Retired, is a graduate of
Purdue University with a BSEET degree. He is retired from
AT&T Bell Laboratories and lives in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Fred A. Meyers SJP ’59 is retired from his career as a JHS
Social Studies teacher at Russell Sage JHS (1963-1997). He and
his wife of forty-two years, Julia, are residents of New Hyde
Park, NY. They have two children and  three grand-children.

Dominic Frederic Terrone SJP ’64 is a career association
executive, now living in the DC - Baltimore - Annapolis area
and selling real estate. He is an avid golfer, college football fan
and major civil war buff.

Thomas Vallely SJP ’64 reported that his son, daughter and
son-in-law have come back from deployments in Iraq. My
daughter and son-in-law were Naval Academy classmates. She
is a Marine aviator and flies F-18s, her husband is in the Navy
and flies the Hawkeye/Radar plane off the USS Enterprise, and
his son is a Marine Platoon Leader in the infantry.Tom remarried
on November 17, 2007 after his first wife of 32 years passed
away of a malignant brain tumor in 2002.

Linda Sofka Catripa MC ’66 has been happily married for
almost 38 years. She is happy to report that her son, Anthony,
was married in August 2008 and son Danny will be married
in October 2009. Linda works for the Director of Special
Education at the Valley Stream High School District Office.

John C. Cieplinski SJP ’66 has been Chief Motorcycle
Instructor at Harley Davidson for the last 3 years. He is 
currently establishing business as a STEP instructor for trike
and sidecar education in central Florida. He and his wife,
Anna, have been married for 38 years.

Kevin Kannengeiser SJP ’66 is finishing his 39th year of
teaching and still enjoying it! Kevin teaches at St. Nicholas
School. He and his wife, Theresa, reside in Pacifica, California.

Cecilia Greenstein Sullivan MC ’66 is semi-retired and the
owner of Sunny Day Spa, providing professional skin care
products and services both on line and in-home treatments.
She also works part-time as a Beauty Consultant at Kohl’s
Department Stores. And recently became grandmother to a
grandson named Zack. Cecilia is loving life in Tucson.

Frank DiSpigno MC ’67 will appear in “42nd Street” weekends
at Hofstra University at the John Cranford Adams Playhouse
from August 14 through August 30th. For ticket information,
call the box office weekdays at 516-463-6644.

Ethel Anita (Ashe) Hahn Griffin MC ’67 has been happily
married to her husband, Lee, for 26 years. Both are retired from
the military and enjoy an extended family of 6 with 11 grand-
children. Ethel teaches PK - 8th grade music. She wrote:
“Although I was born and raised in NYC, there’s nothing like
the weather down here in Atlanta, GA. We love it.”

Michael Quigley MC ’67 will be inducted into the Manhattan
College Hall of Fame this Fall.

Rosemary Gallo Rabbit MC ’67 is semi-retired and enjoying
life with her husband of 35 years in sunny South Carolina
where they are awaiting the arrival of their third grandchild.

Gregory Nelson SJP ’69 wrote that “he and his wife have four
children who are now starting to give us grandchildren.” Greg
began working at Prudential in the Hudson Valley after he
graduated from Marist College in 1973. In 1986 he “wrangled a
transfer to Orlando, FL and started a franchise that covers eight
counties. In ’96 two of my sons decided to come on board. I am
currently studying to become a deacon for Diocese of Orlando.”

Dennis Shepherd MC ’69 is running for City Councilman in
Yonkers 4th District.

Carol Sczesnik Williams MC ’70 wrote that she and her 
husband, Flyn have a good life in Queen Creek, Arizona. They
enjoy their six grandchildren and cheering on son, Dennis Sarfate,
who is a pitcher for the Baltimore Orioles and wears the #45.

Joan V. Mace Arkin MC ’73 is proud to announce that her
son, Edward W. Arkin was accepted for the class of ’13 with
honors. He looks forwarding to walking the same halls his
mother did 40 years ago.

Frances Nege Stephenson MC ’73 and her husband, Fred,
enjoy living in the university town of Cookeville,Tennessee with
their fourteen year old son. They are very active in their church.

Maryann Leto Laudando SJP ’84 is happily married and living
on Long Island with her husband, Michael, and their children,
Anthony and Olivia.



Name_______________________________________________________________________________ Year__________

Address_________________________________________  City______________________  State_____  Zip__________

Phone_________________________  Cell Phone_________________________  Email___________________________

Please respond by November 1st.

You can respond 4 ways: 1. You may Fax your response: (718)274-0298, or
2. Email to: alumni1@stjohnsprepschool.org, or
3. Register online at: www.stjohnsprepschool.org, or
4. Mail to: St. John’s Prep, Development Office, 21-21 Crescent St., Astoria, NY 11105

I would like to purchase ______ tickets @ $175 per person

– S P O N S O R S H I P S –

�� Cocktail Hour Sponsor – Open Bar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

�� Cocktail Hour Sponsor – Hors d’oeuvres. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

�� Wine with Dinner Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,500

�� Transportation Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500

�� I cannot attend, but I would like to make a contribution toward my Class Gift $___________

�� I will sponsor a Vincentian for dinner with a $175 donation

�� I would like transportation from St. John’s Prep, Astoria to the NY Athletic Club, Manhattan.

– C O M M E M O R A T I V E J O U R N A L –
Please advertise your business or send a message to your classmates We will help with all.

�� $500 Gold Page         �� $300 Full Page         �� $175 Half Page         �� $100 Quarter Page 

– H O T E L A C C O M M O D A T I O N S –  

NY Helmsley Hotel 212 E. 42 St. bet. 2nd and 3rd Aves.(212) 490-8900 x4300 $203.44

Essex House 160 Central Park South (212) 247-0300 $402.23

Helmsley Park Lane Hotel 36 Central Park South (212) 371-4000 x6640 $315.55

All Accommodations must be reserved by October 21, 2009.

– P A Y M E N T O P T I O N S –  

Please make checks payable to: St. John’s Prep

Amount to be charged $____________      � Visa    � American Express    � Master Card    � Discover

16 digit # ____________________________________________________________   Exp. Date__________

Cardholder’s Name ________________________________________________________________________

GOOD TIMES at ST. JOHN’S PREP

CAREER DAY 2009

Career Day 2009 at St. John’s Prep was a wonderful celebration of the graduates of St. John’s Prep and Mater Christi High Schools.
Alumni from the classes of 1949 through 2003 came to speak to current students about the paths that led them to their current
careers. Thank you to the following Alumni who attended Career Day 2009:

Andrea Alonso ’74
Jack K. Barry ’71
Sheila Boylan ’75
Christina Cline ’74
Douglas Coffey ’72 
Joseph D’Onofrio ’59
Adrian Dessi ’63

Frank Giorgio ’50
James J. Hall ’51
Patricia Mule Hogan ’74
Jerry Iannece ’77
Eleni Kalandranis ’03
Eugene Kirkwood ’57
Francis Lombardi ’65

Neil J. Lucey ’66
Maryann E. Massari ’94
Joseph Mattone ’49
Neil Meehan ’58
Marybeth Mullen’74
Robert Nagle ’62
Martha Ramadan ’90

David Redmond ’69
Frank J. Ruggieri ’59
Robert Rupnick ’72
Kevin V. Sanborn ’65
John F. Scheich ’59
Paul A. Vallone ’85
Margaret Whelan ’66

ST. JOHN’S PREP 

“LEWIS AVENUE” ALUMNI REUNION 
NEW YORK ATHLETIC CLUB  •  180 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH, NYC  •  NOVEMBER 21, 2009

* Our trip to London with Ms. Sokol was the best experience of my 
high school career. — Veronica Torres ’99

* Sister Richard was my favorite teacher — Jennifer Alfaro ’89

* Winning the City Championship in basketball our senior year — Justin Bryant and Lenny Thomas ’89

* The Christmas concerts with Sister Beata and Mr. Martorella — David Velasquez ’89

* Winning the CHSAA B baseball championship my senior year! — Robert Figueroa ’89

* The Senior trip to Villa Roma — Ahmed Hassan ’99

* The trip to Italy in  was amazing! — Joe Loiacano ’89

So many happy times and memories! The retreat program, the dude ranch and ski trips, Mr. Higgins. Hanging out in the
cafeteria — pep rallies! Performing at the Spring Concerts, making some friends I still have today! (many said this!)

S T .  J O H N ’ S  P R E P
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“It’s not how much we give �

� But how much love 
we put into giving.” 

— Mother Teresa

John J. Bachmann, Sr. SJP ‘44

Kevin J. Brady SJP ‘58

Albert Caputi SJP ‘40

Anthony Cincotta SJP ‘57

Eugene Cincotta SJP ‘57

Robert Courtney SJP ‘41

Rev. Lester DeMott, C.M. SJP ‘42

Joseph Dwyer SJP ‘46

Ralph Fabrizio SJP ‘49

Eleanor Haid MC ‘70

John Hug SJP ‘57

Robert Irwin SJP '36

Joseph Knipper SJP ‘47

Robert Leddy SJP ‘61

Anthony Mesa MC ‘71

Maria S. Murillo SJP ‘99

Arthur Murnane SJP ‘43

Douglas Rossi SJP ‘71

William Tash SJP ‘49

Stephen Wisniewski MC ‘73

Joan Koenderman

Sister Marjorie McAlvin, RSM

Sister Jane Talbot, RSM

~ IN MEMORIAM ~

HAVE YOU

JOINED THE

ONLINE ALUMNI

COMMUNITY?
Alumni may utilize a new online community through

our new school website. Registering is easy.

To find your registration ID, simply look for the five

digit number next to your name on the mailing label

of this newsletter. That is your registration ID.

Example: Jack Hunter 00950

Here’s what to do to register on the new website:

• Click on the Alumni Link at the top of 

the homepage (above the rotating pictures 

on the right).

Click on: Online Alumni Community.

• Then click on: Please click here to log in.

• Then click on: Register Here

• Then provide your last name.

• Then choose the NAME that’s you.

Highlight or click on it.

• Then provide your log-in Registration 

ID number.

• Once you are in you can choose your own

username and password for future log-in.

Contact me:

sjpalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org 

or

mcalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org

if you have any questions!

Be sure to visit our new website at 

www.stjohnsprepschool.org

JOAN KOENDERMAN
The St. John’s Prep community was saddened to learn in

February of the death of Mrs. Joan Koenderman. Mrs.

Koenderman was a member of the support staff at the

school from 1969 until her retirement in 1997. From 1980

until her retirement, she served as the secretary to the 

principal. In reflecting upon Mrs. Koenderman’s service at

the school, Principal William Higgins commented that “in

every position that she held she distinguished herself by her

dedication to excellence and her commitment to helping the

other members of the school community. She will be greatly

missed by us all.”

REV. THOMAS V. CONCAGH, C.M.
Rev. Thomas V. Concagh, C.M. died on February 11, 2009 in

Philadelphia at the age of 83. Rev. Concagh began teaching

history at the Prep in 1952, the same year he was ordained

as a Vincentian priest. He was guidance director at the Prep

from 1955-1963. After leaving the Prep he served at both

Niagara and St. John’s University in a variety of positions.

Rev. Concagh supported St. John’s Prep by assisting in the

planning of alumni events and in bringing together the

Lewis Avenue and Crescent Street alumni of the school. For

his contributions to the Prep he was honored at the 2000

Mater Christi/St. John’s Prep Golf Outing and in 2007 the

1960 alumni established the Rev. Thomas V. Concagh, C.M.

Fund which provides scholarships for current students who

show the same characteristics as Father Tom.

Rev. Concagh had a lasting  impact on the lives of many Prep
students as evidenced by the following comments from just
a few of the many we received from them:

Father Concagh was a great friend and teacher with a special
connection to our class of 1953 – his nephew Artie Mott was
our classmate.

— Gerald E. McTigue, February ’53

I had the privilege of knowing Father Concagh from my 4
years at the Prep. He always had a kind word and offered
encouragement with gentle guidance and direction. I had the
good fortune of meeting Father Concagh about 20 years ago
at a St. John’s University Alumni meeting in New Jersey. What
a genuine pleasure it was to meet him again and discover that
he still had the same smile and had really not changed at all.
What a wonderful priest. Father Concagh will always be
remembered fondly in my thoughts and prayers.

— Joe Bennett SJP ’63 

What a wonderful priest! I remember how young he looked
when he first stood before us freshman Prepsters in 1952.
Years later, he recalled that first day, just out of the Seminary,
looking at all of us with our pimples, and wondering “is this
what God wants me to do?” He decided it was and we are all
the better for it. I will always remember Father Concagh.

— Frank Duggan ’55

Father Concagh was my guidance counselor when I entered the
Prep in 1956 and was one of the  first people I met there. He
was warm and friendly, offering advice and assistance in any
way he could.  I don’t ever remember him as being anything but
pleasant to us as students…I periodically ran into him after
graduation at various functions and last saw him at the Prep
reunion a few years ago.  He was still the same…still one of the
nicest people you will ever meet. He will always live in my
memories of those wonderful years at the Prep.

— James Slattery ’59

Thank you for notifying me of Fr. Concagh’s passing. He was
such a fine man. He stood for so much in my young life. When
I had academic issues and personal doubt, he presented 
me with courage and hope. He is one man who I can only speak
of in superlatives. Throughout my four years at the Prep, 
Fr. Concagh met with me many times giving me encouragement
and support when things were difficult academically and/or
personally. One could always count on him.

There was one particular time when I was filled with self-doubt
and sought him out. Just as I was leaving his office, he told
me “never to despair and always keep your eye on the Lord.”
He did for me what very few people did for me at that time,
he helped me believe in myself and God’s presence in everything
we do. May God bless him always. I will keep him close to me
in my thoughts and in my prayers.

— Anthony T. Ruvolo ’62

Father Concagh was very special to us at the Prep. He was
always available and very caring.

— Charles Menges

The family has requested that donations be made to the

Reverend Thomas V. Concagh, C.M. Scholarship Fund at

St. John’s Prep. Please make checks payable to S.J.P. – Father

Concagh Scholarship. You may donate online via the school

website at www.stjohnsprepschool.org – go to the Support

St. John’s Tab – then click on Rev. Thomas V. Concagh,

C.M. Scholarship. Checks may be mailed to:

St. John’s Preparatory School, Development Office

21-21 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11105

(718) 721-7200 (Ext. 685)



We hope that you will join us for some of the events planned for 2009 and 2010!

2009 Mater Christi Reunion 

Honoring Classes ’69, ’74, ’79...................................................................................September 26, 2009

2008 Lewis Avenue Reunion 

Honoring Classes ’39, ’49 ,’59, ’69 .............................................................................November 21, 2009

2009 St. John’s Prep Reunion

Honoring Classes ’85, ’90, ’95, ’00 ....................................................................................March 13, 2010

2010 Golf Outing

The Seawane Club, Hewlett Harbor, New York ........................................................................May 2010

You may register online for reunions via the school website!

Would you like to contact classmates to encourage their attendance at upcoming events? Do you have any news you would like to

share with fellow alumni? Please send a message to sjpalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org or mcalumni@stjohnsprepschool.org.

2009 -2010 UPCOMING EVENTS
ST. JOHN’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Office of Development
21-21 Crescent St • Astoria, NY 11105
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